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FINAL ACCOUNTABILITY FOR A

The idea of intercession is alien to the Quranic
concept that every individual is personally

responsible and finally accountable for his |

actions:

“Beware of the Day when you will answer for
yourself. Neither compensation nor |
intercession will avail, Nor will any help be |

forthcoming.” (2:123)

The same surah, verse 255, contains a stern |

statement:
“Who can have the courage to intercede with

Him without His permission?”
“This is a refutation of the view that certain

pious personages, angels, and other entities
have a great say in divine affairs and that they
can influence divine decisions if they insist.
Leave alone insistence not even a prophet or
an angel dare utter a word in the presence of
the Lord of the universe without His

permission.”
In surah 9, verse 80, the Prophet is told in no

uncertain terms that even his pleading will not
help those who had acted arrogantly and

hypocritically on the eve of Tabuk:
“O, Prophet, there is no forgiveness for them,

even if you were to plead for them seventy

times God will not forgive them.”
When Noah prays for his son he gets the

following answer:
“O, Noah! He does not belong to you, His is a

lost cause. Ask not what you do not
understand. And we warn you not to be like
theignorant.”

Issue No. 374

TONS IN ISLAM

Since man is personally responsible for his
actions, how can others either share his
responsibility or relieve him of the
consequences of his actions? It is ignorance or |
weakness which compels a person in distress
to turn to others for help. Such help cannot

=~ alter the course of events or neutralize the

effects of one's deeds:
“And they worship those, other than God,

who can neither help nor harm them. They
think they can intercede with God on their
behalf.” (10:18)

A Little earlier in the same surah it is said in

verse 3:
“The truth is that your God is the one who

created the heavens and the earth in six days.
He occupies the throne. And conducts the
affairs of the universe. No one can intercede in
any matter except with His permission. He is
your creator and sustainer. Worship Him if

you are mindful.”
The Quran firmly rejects the idea that anyone

can intercede on behalf of the others. Man
stands alone and he must know that he alone is

answerable for all that he does.
“There you return to us all by yourself, Alone,

as born at first. Whatever you had is now
behind you. Nowhere to be seen are those to
whom you attributed your success and well-
being in the past. All ties are snapped and
those on whom you depended have

vanished.” (6:94)
This is the moment of truth which man must




face.
“Where will the mountains go?” they ask you,

Tell them, my Lord will scatter them as dust.
Not a hollow or a crease will be seen and the
whole earth will be flattened into plain

ground on that Day. Everyone will respond =
It was mentioned earlier that intercession

directly to the call. There will be no trace of
arrogance and voices will be all subdued in His

presence. You will hear nothing but a vast |
hum on that Day. No intercession will be |

possible except by one whom God permits and

whose words He approves”. (20:105-109)
Againinsurah 82, verses 18 and 19 say:

“Do you know of the Day of Requital? No, you
cannot even visualize it. No one will be able to

help another on that Day. The judgement will |

rest entirely with God.”
In surah 4 the Prophet is enjoined not to

supportthetransgressors.
“O, Prophet, We have revealed to you this

Book of truth. Judge among men in its light.

compassionate. Support not those who are
untrue to themselves. God does not approve
of people who are sinful and violate the trust
reposed in them. They may hide what they do
from men but not from God. He knows what
they conspire against His will under cover of
darkness and He encompasses all their deeds.
Even if you did plead their cause here who will
speak for them in the hereafter? They will find
no advocate there. Whoever commits a sin or
wrongs his soul and then turns to God for
mercy will find Him compassionate and
forgiving. And whoever commits a sin
commits it against himself. God is all knowing

and wisest.” (4:105-111)
The above quotation sums up the Quranic

position regarding intercession and
atonement and brings out the following
points:
i. Even the Prophet is not expected to
plead for those of whom God does not

approve.
ii. God is all knowing and most forgiving.

Everyone must turn to Him for mercy.
iii. Man may imagine that he can get help
from others in this world. He will find no

advocate on the Day of Judgement.
iv. Every individual must bear the

consequences of his transgressions.

under certain conditions is envisaged in the
Quran. These conditions are contained in
surah 2, verse 255; surah 4, verse 109; surah §

= 10, verse 3andsurah 20, verse 109:

a) one permitted to speak by God may

intercede on behalf of another, and
b) any submission to be made must be true

and should be approved by God.

This clearly shows that intercession is
envisaged in the Quran as an exception,
vailable on the Day of Judgement to one
pecially permitted to speak and limited to

Contend not for the dishonest. Seek God's | Wordsoftruthapproved by God.

mercy, He is most forgiving and | All the angels and sprits will be arrayed on

that Day. None will speak except the one who
is permitted by God and utters the truth.”
(78:38)

The one permitted to speak may be the person
himself and not necessarily someone on his
behalf. To my understanding the exception
relating to intercession emphasised the rule
that every individual is held personally
responsible and is directly judged according to

the Quran. There is no intermediary between |

man and God. The Prophet is responsible for ||
communicating the message of God. He is not | 1
answerable for the conduct of the recipients of |
the message. The question of anybody |
interceding on behalf of another does not ||
arise. The one who intercedes could not be in ||
possession of a fact unknown to God. Nor can
one entertain the view that someone could be |
more interested in the welfare of a person than
God. Surely He being the most knowing, the
most compassionate would not require any
recommendation or intervention to forgive
someone deserving of His Mercy.




Our Depaments & Services

Marriage Bureau & Introductions — if you are looking for
a marriage partner:

Monday : 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Thursday: 10:00 am — 3:00 pm

Sunday between 2:00 pm — 4:00 pm (appointments only)
Contact: 0121 440 5355 (Ext: 3) | Mobile: 07496 838 790

¢ Marriage Registration / Nikah Ceremonies:
A registered venue for Islamic Nikah & Marriage
Solemnisation (Registration)
Contact: 0121 440 5355 (Ext: 1)
Email: enquiries@centralmosque.org.uk

«» Family Support Service / Shariah Council:
This department deals with family problems and marriage /
divorce disputes and endeavours to resolve through mediation
and counselling. Telephone advice only every Monday to
Thursday between 5.:00 pm — 8:00 pm
Contact: 0121 440 5355 (Ext: 6)
Email: familysupport@centralmosque.org.uk

* Islamic Education (Madrasah) for Children:
After school classes for learning Salah, Qur'an, Hadith,
Islamic Studies & Arabic efc.
Weekdays 5:00 pm — 7:00 pm | Weekend 11:00 am — 2:00 pm
Contact: 0121 440 5355 (Ext: 5)
Mobile: 07704 156 028

“* Religious Education Visits:

Comprehensive guided tours of the building plus presentations /
0 & A sessions by qualified faith guides.

For booking, information and availability

Please contact main office 0121 440 5355 (Ext: 1)

Email: visit@centralmosque.org.uk

% Free Qur'an, Arabic & Seerah Classes (Sisters Only)
Word to word Qur'an with brief explanation. Arabic lessons
for the purpose of understanding Qur'anic text, delivered
in Urdu, Every Wednesday 10.00 am — 1.00 pm
For any further enquiries, please contact 07437 010 773

% Funeral Services
Complete funeral arrangements at very reasonable charges,
please contact: 0121 440 5355 (Ext: 4)
Mpr. Sakeeb Hagq: 07795 838 786 /0121 440 7353

¢ Ask the Imam Service
One of our Islamic scholar is available to answer any question
about Islam. Mediation and counselling service to resolve the
family disputes and provide guidance over the phone.
Please contact: 0121 440 5355 (Ext: 2)
Monday to Thursday Between 11.00 am - 1.00 pm
% New Muslim Classes
New Muslim drop-in session on every Wednesday & Sunday
5.00 pm—7.00 pm
Please contact: Mr. Hafiz Qaiser 07810 306 627

** Foodbank Service

We run a community Foodbank service twice a week for those
who are most in need

Every Tuesday: Time: 12.00 noon — 2.00 pm

Every Saturday: Time: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Please contact: Mr. Mubarik 07977 484 409

¢ Islamic Studies for special needs (Deaf) Adults and children
Evert Saturday between 11:00 am — 2.30 pm
For more information contact: Sister Amina 07956 012 488

Please contact the office for any advertisement

Birmingham Central Mosque
GRAND ANNEXE PROJECT
Please DONATE Generously
for the Mosque!

By BACS Transfer or Standing order:

Al Rayan Bank

The Birmingham Mosque Trust Ltd
Sort Code: 30-00-83 Account: 01264201

By Card Payment
Call us on 0121 440 5355

Birmingham Central Mosque’s Banqueting and

Conference Halls are available for

& Weddings/ Engagements

o Family Gatherings

» Community Events

» Khatams, meetings etc

o Conferences / Seminars etc...
b Sitting arrangements for upto 500 people
) Stage and background décor

) Catering and cutlery supplies

5 Chairs and Tables covers

b Male/female Muslim waiters/waitresses
Free car parking
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For availability, charges and booking, please
contact the mosque office via 0121 440 5355 or
enquiries@centralmosque.org.uk

Monthly Newsletter ‘The Dawn’

The Dawn is distributed free in many city mosques on the last Friday of every
month. It is also sent to other religious and educational institutions, libraries,
10spitals and prisons. However, any individual wishing to receive a copy regularlj
for a year by post is requested to complete this slip and return it with a minimun
donation of £20, to the mosque at the address below.

Please make all cheques payable to

‘Birmingham Central Mosque Trust’

\ Please State if it is a new membership or a renewed one j
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PRAYER TIMETABILE

“Indeed prayers are enjoined on believers at a stated time. “- Al-Quran 4:103

SEPTEMBER 2023 - SAFFAR / RABI-UL-AWWAL 1445 AH

Saffair  Fajr s owsdggh  Dhubr & Asr asd) Maghrib Qs Isha  sldal)
Lunar Dates Sunrise Sunset
5 6.18 7.56

16 6.19 7.54

17 6.21 751
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Friday Prayers: Urdu & English Speech at 1.00 pm | Main Arabic Khutba at 1.30 pm
* Islamic dates are tentative and are subject to change as per crescent moon sighting

MOSQUE OFFICE: 0121 440 5355
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